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Carol Bemstoln, M.D. Dear Representative:
Vice President

Denna M. Norrig, M.0. . . . . e .
Secretary-Treasurer I am writing on behalf of the American Psychiatric Association, the national

Peilro Auiz, M.D. medical specialty representing more than 38,000 psychiatric physicians

Meels 5. hoa mo.ws,  nationwide, to strongly urge you to vote to approve comprehensive legislation
Past Presidents requiring an end fo insurance discrimination against patients requiring treatment

David Fusslsr, M.D. for mental illnesses (including substance related disorders), embodied as H.R.

A b, Ursino, W, 1424 in the House.

Joffrey L. Geller. M.D.
Ann Marie T, Sullivan, M.D.

dun C i WD, Mental illnesses can and do have a devastating i_mpact on millic_)ns of Americans
Mary Helen Davls, M.D. every day. These illnesses reach across all ethnic, cultural, social, gender, and
oy Mo D, economic boundaries, impacting not only our patients but their families as well.
e D bt Over 35 million experience disabling symptoms of mental disorders each year.
Trustess The good news is that treatment works. Unfortunately, most American health
U— insurance coverage does not cover the care our patients need at a level
. .. comparable to coverage for other health conditions.
Spsaker
e postar it It is long overdue for Congress to act to end this digcrimination. Over the last

Gary M. Weinsteln, M.O.
Recordar

eight years, the Federal Employees Health Benefit program has made “parity”
st coverage for mental health care available to Members of Congress and 8.5 million
Jares H. Scally, Jr., M.D. other federal employees. Implemented through 350 health plans throughout all

Medical Director and CEQ

Ronald £, McMillen - regions of the country, research has shown that there has been no significant cost
Cilef Exscutlve Oificer, 1 H : : - » .y
S ot incroase attributable to t.hls enlightened parity requirement. It is time the rest of
Darrel Regler, M.0., M.P.H. the country followed suit.

Exacuiive Direclor,
American Psyciialric institirte for

o ey Beycton We urge you to vote for passage of H.R. 1424 and to reject any weakening
sty Brocuthe bt amendments, This is a critical step in the process that will enable the House and
Senate to send a final law to the President this year. On behalf of our members —
and most importantly on behalf of their patients — we urge you in the sirongest
possible terms to pass this bill, and ultimately for the Congress as a whole to

approve the strongest possible parity law.
Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,
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Carolyn B. Robinowitz, M.D.
President




